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Next morning, accordingly, the Spaniard, having
once pledged himself to certain terms, kept good faith,
and not only allowed them all to return to their ships,
but, previously to the embarkation of the invaders, he
considerately furnished each of the sailors with a bowl
of wine and a biscuit, filled their boats with fruit and
other refreshments, and gave orders that such of the
British as had been wounded, should be received into
the Spanish hospital I

It is by such deeds of true nobleness that the asperity
of actual war is softened, and that kindly feelings take
the place of that bitterness which only excites to angry
retaliation, without at all advancing the great objects
for which opposing nations are contending.

I have often thought that much of this kindness on
the part of the generous Don, as well as the more
important part of the service, may have been due chiefly
to the mere personal address of Sir Samuel Hood, whose
appearance and manner were at all times unspeakably
winning, and especially pleasing to the well-bred
Spaniards. As these outward qualities were backed
by solid judgment, professional knowledge, and the
most thorough disinterestedness, he became almost
irresistible, even on occasions when most other men
might have seen little hope of success. It is not, then,
surprising, that a mind like Nelson's should attach
itself cordially to that of Sir Samuel Hood, or that every
successive incident of their joint services, should rivet
more closely and firmly the alliance of such kindred
spirits.

There entered into the character of Sir Samuel Hood
some peculiarities, which, although I have never seen
them stated, appear well to deserve the attention of
professional men. When it is said that he was
thoroughly disinterested, it must not be thought that he
was indifferent to his own share of credit which
belonged to meritorious service : for he conceived his
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